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Rosary on the Coast 
Jean Chinery reports

HEmEL HEmPsTEAd Ordinariate Mission was one of 
the 400 or so groups of lay faithful to post the location of where 

they would be saying the Rosary on Sunday 29th April at 3pm to pray for the renewal of faith, the protection 
of life and for the flourishing of peace in our lands. 

The sharing of this information 
on the Rosary on the Coast 
website www.rosaryonthecoast.
co.uk meant that members of the 
Ordinariate and of the parish at 
Hemel were joined on Brighton 
beach by visitors from Mexico 
and the USA, a group of Polish 
Catholics from London and some 
Augustinian Sisters from Burgess 
Hill among others! We were not 
the only group on the beach 
either – there were two more 
large groups that had gathered 
further along from Brighton Pier 
for the same purpose.

It was a very moving experience 
as we felt a real spiritual bond 
of union with the thousands of 
other people across England, 
Scotland and Wales all reciting 
the Rosary together at the same 
time. There were also thousands 
of people abroad praying for, and 
with, us (e.g. over 23,000 people 
tuned in to EWTN’s global live 
stream of the event at Wells-
next-the-Sea near Walsingham). 

The huge number of people responding has been an 
inspiration to many both here and overseas and a sign 
of great hope for the spiritual renewal of our lands. 
We had been inspired by the witness last year when 
the people of Poland and Ireland felt called to gather 
on the boundaries of their countries to pray for the 
regeneration of faith. We were prompted into action 
by the rallying calls and thought provoking words of 
Bishop John Keenan of Paisley Diocese and Mgr John 
Armitage of Walsingham asking people to make a 
pilgrimage to the coast (or, if unable to travel, to meet 
with others at an appropriate inland location) to pray 
the Rosary and form a ring of grace around our coasts. 

It was a great blessing to be supported by so many 
of our bishops, priests and religious in this endeavour. 

The huge response to this 
initiative demonstrates 
how many people trust in 
the intercessory power of 
the Rosary to call down 
supernatural solutions 
to the problems that 
our world is currently 
facing. These people 
are recognising that (in 
Bishop Keenan’s words) 
“when society is caught 
in great evil they need 
to look to a supernatural 
approach, appeal to God 
for forgiveness with 
prayers of reparation and 
atonement and ask for his 
mercy and the grace to 
resist evil”.

We are told that the Rosary on the Coast Team 
would now like to hear from people about what might 
be done to follow up on this momentous event. What 
do you believe the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church 
at this present time? Do you see the 29th April event 
and the desire to pray the Rosary as a good spiritual 
preparation for the Eucharistic Conference being held 
in Liverpool later this year and for the year 2020 when 
England will be rededicated under its ancient title of 
the Dowry of Mary? What other thoughts do you have 
about the day and any potential follow up to it? Share 
your thoughts with the Rosary on the Coast team - 
email: antonia@walsingham.org.uk) or visit www.
facebook.com/rosaryonthecoast. We are also asked 
to pray for similar events being organised in other 
countries, inspired by what happened in these isles.

Hemel Ordinariate with Fr Simon Chinery at Brighton Pier

Deal Ordinariate ... in the rain
with Fr Christopher Lindlar

Isle of Wight Ordinariate with Fr Jonathan Redvers Harris

Whithorn Ordinariate with Fr Simon Beveridge
at St Ninian’s Cave on Whithorn beach

http://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk
http://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk
mailto:antonia%40walsingham.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/rosaryonthecoast
http://www.facebook.com/rosaryonthecoast
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Catholic History 
Walks Project
A request for help from Joanna Bogle

Is AnyonE out there willing to help Auntie Joanna with her 
Catholic History Walks project?  It’s London-based, but the work 

can be done anywhere, as it’s a matter of keeping the website up to 
date, notifying parishes, etc.  A (very modest) monthly honorarium 
is on offer.

Just what is this project? Essentially, it involves teaching 
people their own history. As is well known, students at 
school over the past two decades have not been taught 
history very well. It has been “thematic” - centred on 
the idea of looking at themes in history. Thus there are 
themes such as “health” or “housing” or a choice of a 
particular period: “The Tudors” “the Romans”, in no 
particular order so pupils get rather confused and find 
it difficult to grasp how the centuries roll on and how 
different eras unfold and overlap. And then in addition 
to all that, we have “Black History Month” and “Women’s 
History month” and – this last one is pure propaganda 
and has some elements that are distinctly anti-Christian: 
”Lesbian and gay history month”.

It is not just the young. Many people say with a 
mildly regretful shrug, “I never quite got the hang of 
history while I was at school”.  And they certainly don’t 
link it with the history of the Church in our country, 
except for an embarrassed recognition of mutual 
Catholic/Protestant hostility, imprisonment, torture 
and killings in the 16th and 17th centuries.

We can do better than this. And London’s Catholic 
History Walks are a start. Too many Catholics tend to 
think of “Catholic history” in Britain as starting with 
St Thomas More and Henry VIII.   In fact, almost all 
RCs to whom I have mentioned the Walks have said 
“Oh yes – Thomas More…”   But the Faith had been 
established in our country for well over a thousand 
years before Thomas More was born in Cheapside, 
and before Henry VIII was growing up with his older 
brother Arthur under the tutorship of their father 
Henry VII.

Do you know about St Elphege, martyred by the 
pagan Vikings?   What about St Olave, the Christian 
Viking king? Know anything about St Magnus?   All 
these saints are honoured along the Thames – and all 
were involved in a Church that flourished here long 
before the Norman Conquest.

The Ordinariate 
has – or should have – a special responsibility for 
helping to teach the history of our country, because 
we are part of a message of healing and hope over 
old divisions, and offering something positive as 
part of the New Evangelisation.   Understanding the 
initial evangelisation of Britain is part of the key to 
promoting the New. The Faith came to these islands 
long, long ago – in the days of the Roman Empire, that 
same Empire into which Christ himself was born in 
Bethlehem in Judea. The Apostles, following the great 
commission given to them by Christ, set out to take 
the message to every nation. And so it came to Britain, 
along the routes and seaways of the Roman world.

There are records of Bishops from Britain visiting 
Rome in the early centuries – just as our Bishops visit 
today, to report to the Pope and to discuss issues with 
him. As the Roman Empire collapsed and the pagan 
Angles and Saxons invaded – across what we still call 
East Anglia – evangelisation had to begin anew…

Of course there is a lot more to British history than 
just what we can learn from London. Walking along 
the Thames gives only a tiny part of a massive – and 
ongoing – story. But it’s a start. You are warmly invited 
to come on a Catholic History Walk – and, if you 
think you might be able to help with administration, 
and with getting the project expanding, do contact me.  
You can email me at auntiejoanna@portalmag.co.uk – 
and the History Walks website, with all the info on the 
latest Walks, is at www.catholichistorywalks.com. 

mailto:auntiejoanna%40portalmag.co.uk?subject=
http://www.catholichistorywalks.com
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Telling The Beads
An alternative view of the Whitsun octave

WHAT A week and a half we’ve had, what with a Royal wedding and the Whitsun 
octave: punctuated in my case with a trip to Milan to get enough hats to see me through 

the season. I had no idea that so many of the smarter sort of cleric get their headgear run up 
at the really lovely ateliers on the back side of the cathedral. Most disconcerting watching 
what was clearly an archbishop being measured up for evening wear. Wondering about this 
in the city of St Ambrose got me thinking about bishops and more precisely for what they 
are called to be.

The eve of Pentecost thrash in St 
George’s Windsor was undoubtedly 
a wedding: the officiant is licensed to 

conduct ceremonies according to the laws of England 
and Wales and neither the bride or groom was suffering 
from any legal impediment such that they could be 
prevented from marrying one another. 

]The problem, at least it clearly wasn’t a problem for 
the most senior of the Anglican bishops in this country 
and the USA, is that she is divorced and neither of the 
Most Reverend Gentlemen had any business being 
there. One of the most difficult things is to remain true 
to the clear teachings of Christ when our own personal 
circumstances make it infinitely easier to be nice and 
look absent-mindedly the other way. 

Bishops, following the first election criterion set by St 
Peter after the death of Judas, are called to be witnesses 
of the teachings of Christ and faithful guardians of the 
doctrines of the Church. 

The ludicrous platitude, no matter how breathily 
repeated, “that all you need is love” does not quite get 
round the fact that one of the happy couple had broken 
what even Anglicans persist in thinking of as vows. 

As for the Archbishop of Canterbury, I guess even 
the horror of the GAFCON reaction to his leading role 
didn’t outweigh the fuzzy sense of pleasure of being up 
front and on message. There are, I understand now, 1.1 
million people attending Anglican services in England 
at least once a month (down from 10 million a week 
in 1960 which is obviously progress of a sort and well 
worth reinforcing).

From Adelaide comes the cheering news that the only 
slightly demented catholic archbishop has taken steps 
to ensure the smooth running of his diocese in case 
he goes to prison for absent mindedly forgetting to let 
the police know that a clerical molester had been at it 
even more prolifically than even they suspected. The 

magistrate trying the case at least was good enough 
to find that the Archbishop’s evidence was simply 
unbelievable. I guess that those who had been with the 
Lord Jesus Christ from the baptism of John until his 
death and resurrection, would have remembered his 
teaching about children and millstones: but apparently 
not this Archbishop.

The Irish referendum on the killing of those in utero 
has been a triumph for the church militant. The kindest 
thing one can possibly say is that the Irish bench of 
bishops, realising that their credit is shot when almost 
all of the population thought that doing and saying 
not very much would do the least damage. Telling the 
truth to those who do not want to hear it used to be the 
duty of bishops: now let’s hear it for damage limitation. 

I expect the Holy Father will much enjoy his trip 
to Ireland in August. Perhaps he can find another 
progressive couple to marry on the flight back. After 
all who am I to judge if God made us like that? The 
obvious answer is that the Pope, like all bishops, is 
given the terrible charge from Christ himself that 
‘whosoever sins ye forgive are forgiven and whosoever 
sins ye retain are retained’. That, I should have thought, 
was pre-eminently a case for a spot of judging.

Still it hasn’t been altogether a bad month. One of 
our bitches had puppies and there have been a couple 
of really good invitations. The weather has been terrific 
and so far as I know none of our own dear bishops has 
done anything other than be entirely faithful to their 
charge. 

Well done to the single English bishop and the single 
Scottish bishop who were able to take time out to rally 
to the support of the catholic MP Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
being given a very hard time by the BBC for insisting 
on the truth of the teachings of the church. 

Thank goodness for the rest of the season when we 
can plunge into a riot of good taste and hats.
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Christianity 
in the Holy Land
Fr Mark Woodruff concludes his series of articles 
with the Holy Land

FoR TWo years our journey around Eastern Christianity has shown the Ordinariates as yet another 
instance of the wide diversity that fulfils Christ’s commission to the Church to be universal. To end our 

voyage through the Church’s four eastern liturgical families, we return to where it began: the Holy Land. In the 
occupied territories of Palestine, most Christians belong to the Greek Orthodox patriarchate of Jerusalem; 
the largest minority belongs to the Latin patriarchate of the Roman Catholic Church. 

In the state of Israel, most Christians belong to the 
Melkite Church, one of the “Orthodox Churches in 
union with Rome” - their patriarch Joseph of Antioch 
is also patriarch of Jerusalem and Alexandria for the 
Greek Catholics of Middle Eastern tradition. There 
are also minorities of Orthodox and Roman Catholics. 
But what of Catholics in Israel who are not Arabic 
speakers? What of Jewish Catholics and non-Jewish 
people who have settled in Israel? Meet your sister: not 
an Ordinariate, but St James’ Vicariate for Hebrew-
Speaking Catholics in Israel. It is part of the Latin 
patriarchate of Jerusalem, but since that mainly serves 
Arab Christians and the pilgrims, the Vicariate has its 
own patriarchal vicar.

While it belongs to the Roman rite, usages from 
Eastern and Hebraic patrimony express the fullness 
of Catholic faith in the context of modern Israel, 
rooted in both Jewish and Christian histories. Like 
the Eastern Churches, there is special respect for 
the Sabbath as well as Sunday; and to the Roman 
Calendar are added the Byzantine feasts of the 
patriarchs and prophets of the Old Testament, along 
with the saints and martyrs of other local Churches. 
They honour Catholic saints of Jewish descent, such 
as St John of Avila and the Carmelites, St Teresa of 
Avila and St John of the Cross; and they solemnly 
commemorate the Shoah, not least venerating its 
Jewish Catholic martyr, St Teresa Benedicta, Edith 
Stein. Furthermore, those who wish to may integrate 
the abstinence, fasts and feasts of the Jewish religion 
with their Catholic practice.

The Church Year begins with the Jewish New Year 
during September. Rosh HaShana is thus a feast of 
the Creator of Adam & Eve, and the Feast of Sukkot 
(Tabernacles), whose water-renewal spirituality 
suffuses the New Testament, celebrates the Lord of 
the earth. The following Sundays of October and 
November contemplate Noah, Abraham, the Patriarchs 

& Matriarchs, Moses, and David (honoured in his son, 
Christ the King), forming with the familiar December 
Sundays an extended “Great Advent”.

Because the second commandment forbids graven 
images to the Hebrews, icons (a Christian form of 
imagery indigenous to the Holy Land) are venerated 
in place of statues. And, given the roots of the Holy 
Land’s Christianity in the community of Aramaic-
speaking Jews to which St James, brother of the Lord, 
was first bishop, the patrimony of Syriac prayer-texts 
and chants of the Church of Jerusalem are being used 
in the development of a music tradition that also 
draws on the Hebrew psalms and Jewish liturgical 
tradition, as well as Roman Catholic devotion and new 
compositions.

O sing unto the Lord a new song, says Psalm 95/6. 
For many Catholics in England, the arrival into their 
midst of the Anglican patrimony, representing 460 
years of following and worshipping Jesus Christ, and 
now put to service in the fullness of communion for 
the Catholic Church’s representation of the Gospel in 
our history and culture, is said to bring too strange 
a tune. But it is none other than a part in the one 
composition arranged from all the cultures, histories, 
usages, custom, rites and Churches that together show 
the Church to be one Body because it is the Many, 
diverse as the humanity it unites in Christ. 

In the household of faith, its Lord constantly brings 
forth treasures old and new. Thus in the Ordinariates 
of venerable Anglican patrimony, just as in the young 
Hebrew Catholic vicariate, you hold a treasure for us 
all. Without your cherishing and sharing it, we are less 
equipped to give a convincing account of the hope 
within us: that the Catholic Church is the home of 
reconciliation, Church unity, and diverse humanity’s 
imagining and longing fulfilled in the charity and 
truth of the risen Christ.
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The PorTal visits Ely & 
St Etheldreda’s Shrine 
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane 
spent a happy time in Cambridgeshire 

EvERyonE HAs their favourite cathedral. For Ronald, it is Ely. Born 
just up the road, he was taken to the “Ship of the Fens” aged four. It was a 

Sunday School outing and he sat under the canon on the green in front of the 
Cathedral with his packed lunch, However, Ronald screamed that he did not 
want his picnic. He wanted to go into the Cathedral. His mother said it was the 
only time in his whole life that anything came before food! 

All these years later, all cathedrals are judged by Ely 
as the standard. It is unique, beautiful, impressive and 
dominates the surrounding countryside. The famous 
octagon, the light that lightens the fenland, can be 
seen many miles away. But why is it here, in the tiny 
city of Ely? To answer that we need to go back in time.  

The 7th century AD was an exciting time. It was a 
time of the evangelisation of much of what is now 
the United Kingdom. Families were rent asunder by 
religious divisions. In the midst of all this, a princess 
was born in 630AD at Exning near Newmarket. It is 
a small village now, but then it was home to the court 
of King Anna of East Anglia. The princess was his 
daughter, Etheldreda.

The young princess was Christian, and when given 
in marriage to Tondbert, Prince of the Fen Men she 
received the Isle of Ely (Eels) as her dowry. She had 
wished to be a Religious, but a royal princess had little 
choice in the matter of marriage. Her only condition 
was that she remain a virgin.  

Her husband died in 655 and she was given in 
marriage under similar circumstances and conditions 
to Egfrith, the teenage son of Oswry, King of 
Northumbria. In later years he wanted to claim full 
marital rights, but on the advice of Saint Wilfrid of 
York, Etheldreda retired to the convent at Coldingham, 
and in 672 returned to Ely. Egfrith pursued her, but 
after many adventures and miracles, she claimed her 
dowry once more. 

At Ely she founded a double monastery for men 
and women on the site of the present cathedral. She 
was confirmed Abbess of the whole community. 
Etheldreda died on 23rd June 679 of a tumour on her 
neck. Sixteen years later, her tomb was opened. The 
body was incorrupt and the tumour healed. She was 

enshrined in the church on 17th October 695. 

Further translations took place in 1106 and 1252, 
Her shrine in the Cathedral at Ely became one of the 
most popular pilgrimage places until it was destroyed 
under Henry VIII in 1541. 

At some time in the Middle Ages her hand was 
detached and placed in its own reliquary. This was 
discovered in 1810 in a priest’s hide in a Sussex 
farmhouse. It came into the possession of the Duke 
of Norfolk. He gave it to Mr Harding, his estate agent. 
In 1867 it passed to Harding’s Granddaughter, Sister 
Aquinas, a Dominican Religious in Staffordshire. 

Meanwhile back in Ely, the Catholic Church of St 
Etheldreda was opened in 1903 but not consecrated 
until 1987. In 1953 the church’s jubilee year, the Parish 
Priest, Fr Guy Pritchard, secured the important relic of 
the saint, which was finally returned to Ely. It is now 
enshrined in a niche behind a glass screen over the 
font. Adjacent to it is a statue of the saint, crowned 
as queen and holding the pastoral staff of an abbess. 
The church is in Egremont Street in Ely and welcomes 
pilgrims and visitors.  When The PorTal visited, Fr 
Tony Shryane, the present Parish Priest, was on hand 
to show us round.  

Later on we visited the Cathedral and the site of 
the original shrine. We were met by an old friend of 
Ronald’s, the Dean, the Very Revd Mark Bonney, who 
generously met us on his day off. He told us that in 
1252 Etheldreda’s body was translated for a second 
time. Fr Mark told us that her shine was placed before 
the High Altar. It is not known what it looked like, but 
at that time there would have been a screen, then the 
monastic choir, then a High Altar that incorporated 
the shrine. Pilgrims, it is believed, came in through 
the north door by the chancel and would have been 
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met by the side wall of the monastic choir; then they 
came round to the shrine. They would continue their 
pilgrimage with a visit to the Lady Chapel as well. 

Jackie asked if Etheldreda was known for healing or 
anything like that. Fr Mark informed us that the Latin 
form of her name is Audrey. From this we get Tawdry 
after the, perhaps, trashy trinkets sold in Ely at the 
time. But Audrey, also because of the tumour in her 
neck and things to do with throats. It was the cause 
of her death, so she was implored by pilgrims for the 
healing of their own neck and throat problems. While 
she was escaping from the pursuit of her 
second husband, Egfrith, there are many 
stories of his threats and of her escapes. 
One of the stories is that she planted her 
staff in the ground on the way back to Ely. 
It flowered overnight.  

Returning to the impressive cathedral 
building, Fr Mark told us that the central 
octagonal tower, with its vast internal 
open space and its pinnacles and lantern 
above, forms the most distinctive and 
celebrated feature of the cathedral. 
But what Pevsner calls Ely’s ‘greatest 
individual achievement of architectural 
genius’   came about through a disaster. On the night 
of 12th-13th February 1322, possibly as a result of 
digging foundations for the Lady Chapel, the Norman 
central crossing tower collapsed. Work on the Lady 
Chapel was suspended and attention transferred to 
dealing with this disaster. Instead of being replaced 
by a new tower on the same ground plan, the crossing 
was enlarged to an octagon, removing all four of the 
original tower piers and absorbing the adjoining bays 
of the nave, chancel and transepts to define an open 
area far larger than the square base of the original 
tower. The construction of this unique and distinctive 
feature was overseen by Alan of Walsingham. The 
extent of his influence on the design continues to be a 
matter of debate, as are the reasons such a radical step 
was taken. Mistrust of the soft ground under the failed 
tower piers may have been a major factor in moving all 
the weight of the new tower further out.   

After this, part of the chancel was knocked down and 
three arches built beside the shrine. As the carving gets 
closer to the shrine, it becomes more ornate. When it 
comes to the Triform level it is noticeable that there 
is no roof beside the shrine space, unlike with the 
other arches. and that allowed the light to shine. It still 
allows light to shine on the area of where the shrine 
was. If you stand under the magnificent octagon, it is 
difficult to see from ground level, but around the top 
of the arches under the octagon there are scenes of 

Etheldreda’s life carved in the 14th century stone work.   

It seems that at the time of the Reformation, Bishop 
Goodridge was responsible for demolishing the 
shrine and all the statues in the Cathedral. His tomb, 
topped with a brass, is now right by where the shrine 
once stood. Bishop Goodridge was a man who went 
with the flow. He became a keen reformer and on 
his memorial it says he published his decree in 1541 
“that all images, relics, table monument of miracles 
be totally demolished and obliterated with speed 
and diligence that no remains or memory of them be 

found for the future”. So because of him 
there is no trace of Etheldreda’s shrine nor 
of the figures in the chapels here, nor in the 
Lady Chapel. But when Queen Mary came 
to the throne in 1553 he was reconciled 
as a Roman Catholic which is why on his 
tomb he is resplendent in mitre, staff and 
chasuble, or as Fr Mark said, “the whole 
shooting match!” 

The Dean felt that the relic of St 
Etheldreda in the Catholic Church in 
Ely “is quite well authenticated”. He also 
informed us that the Cathedral keeps 
two feast days for Etheldreda. One is June 

23rd which is her death day, the other is 17th October, 
her translation.  Jackie said, “We were talking earlier 
about the church in London.” Fr Mark told us, “St 
Etheldreda’s, Ely Place in London, that is a Catholic 
Church isn’t it? That is because the Bishop of Ely had 
a house in London in Ely Place, it was his London 
Chapel”.  

Jackie asked if Fr Mark knew any stories of how the 
hand was rescued. Fr Mark said, “I don’t know if they 
did any archaeology when they put the stone in here 
marking the place of the old Shrine. The floor here now 
is all 19th Century. There is a memorial here to Bishop 
Northwold. He died in 1254, and the shrine built in 
was 1252. He was the bishop who was responsible for 
this bit of the restoration. He put Etheldreda’s remains 
in the shrine. I gather around St Etheldreda were 
placed her sisters, who are all also Saints. St Sexburga 
succeeded her as Abbess, and maybe also their cousin 
St Wendreda. They are all the saints of Ely, and I think 
some of those are here as well.”

We are grateful to Fr Mark for his time and words. 
When visiting Ely, do make sure you visit the Cathedral 
as well as the Catholic Church. The site of the Shrine 
is clearly marked in the floor before the High Altar, 
and it is surrounded by four large candles and a 
pricket stand, as well as a notice of information. May 
St Etheldreda and all the Saints of Ely, pray for us. 

St Etheldreda’s Hand

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolaus_Pevsner%20/%20Nikolaus%20Pevsner
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Corpus Christi 
and Social Justice
Fr Ashley Beck links the festival with God’s love for the poor

WHAT WE celebrate at Corpus Christi is a 
belief which has often been costly. 

 ‘It is my lot to gather up the trampled, the dead, 
and all that the persecution of the church leaves 
behind. I have come to recover a profaned church, 
tabernacle and people. Your sorrow is the Church’s 
sorrow...You are the image of the divine one who 
was pierced. …let us pray for the conversion of those 
who struck us…of those who sacrilegiously dared to 
lay hands on the sacred tabernacle. Let us pray to 
the Lord for forgiveness and for the due repentance 
of those who converted a town into a prison and a 
place of torment. Let the Lord touch their hearts…’  

These are words from a 
homily preached by Blessed 
Oscar Romero (who is due to 
be canonised later this year) 
in 1977. Oscar Romero was 
Archbishop of San Salvador 
in central America from 1977 
until his martyrdom in 1980. 
A Jesuit priest and a number of 
laypeople had been murdered 
by a right-wing death squad 
in the village of Aguilares 
and subsequently the village had been occupied by 
security forces, who murdered a number of villagers 
and desecrated the church, firing a machine gun at the 
tabernacle and scattering the sacred hosts around the 
floor of the church. When they left, the archbishop 
came to the village to reclaim the church which had 
been desecrated. In his homily, Romero stresses that 
the killing of innocent people and the attack on Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle go closely 
together, motivated by hatred towards the Catholic 
faith. In the extract above, he asks people to pray for 
the perpetrators, that they should be converted. 

In June each year we celebrate the feast of Corpus 
Christi, our joyful and exuberant celebration of belief in 
the Real Presence, the doctrine of Transubstantiation. 
In many of our parishes and communities we will 
be having processions of the Blessed Sacrament. It’s 

worth remembering that the feast day was abolished 
at the Reformation, when Edward VI’s first Book 
of Common Prayer was published, marking a real 
break with the Catholic Church and the devotional 
life of medieval England; indeed, from the late 17th 
century until Catholic Emancipation, those seeking 
office in this country had to swear an oath denying 
Transubstantiation. What we celebrate at Corpus 
Christi is a belief which has often been costly.  

The killings and desecration in El Salvador in 1977 
(and it happened in other places too) remind us that 
what we believe about the Eucharist is closely linked 
to what we believe about social justice, the Church’s 

Catholic Social teaching 
which is the subject of 
these monthly articles. 
Our God whom we adore 
in the tabernacle, on the 
altar, in the monstrance, is 
wounded when people are 
murdered in cold blood; as 
human beings are created 
in the image of God, every 
killing is an act of sacrilege. 
Hatred for the poor whom 
God loves was the reason 

why the soldiers killed the villagers; hatred too for 
the faith, made explicit in the terrible act of firing a 
machine gun at the tabernacle. All over the world 
people continue to be murdered; when the Church 
stands alongside them, what we do is strengthened by 
our belief in the Eucharist. Jesus, who comes close to 
us through his real presence in the Mass, is alongside 
his suffering people in the world, particularly the 
poor and the oppressed. So while we should be joyful 
and exuberant at Corpus Christi, we should also 
remember those who suffer in the world, those who 
are desecrated. 

For more information on the 
new programme in Catholic Social Teaching 

at St Mary’s University  go to 
www.stmarys.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses-

london/catholic-social-teaching 

Catholic Social Teaching

Blessed Oscar Romero

http://www.stmarys.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses-london/catholic-social-teaching
http://www.stmarys.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses-london/catholic-social-teaching
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Thoughts on Newman

Lux ab oriente
Newman, Ma 
Xiangbo and the 
Royal Wedding
The Revd Dr Stephen Morgan puts it all together

TRy ExPLAInIng the various flavours of Anglicanism to two Filipinos, one Portuguese, one 
Macanese and three Chinese seminarians over breakfast in the New Seminary of St Joseph in Macau, 

on the morning after the wedding of Their Royal Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess of Sussex: believe me, 
it wasn’t easy.   

I had gone to stay with a priest friend of mine who 
shares an interest in Blessed John Henry Newman – his 
doctoral work compares Newman’s theology with his 
near contemporary Chinese theologian Ma Xiangbo.     
It seemed to me to be fortuitous timing that meant I 
would be 6,000 miles away at the time of the Royal 
Wedding. 

It isn’t that I don’t approve, or even enjoy these 
occasions, but that I can’t cope with paroxysms of 
enthusiastic celebrity-worship that overtake the entire 
nation – seemingly every conversation beginning with 
a virtue-signalling statement about the whole thing. 

I went to Orvieto in 1997 to avoid the funeral of 
Diana, Princess of Wales (may she rest in peace – if 
only the Daily Express would let her). On the day of 
the obsequies, I found myself in a small trattoria in 
Panicale overlooking the Trasimene Lake, only to have 
my tranquility interrupted by the owner putting on the 
television, where RAIUno’s coverage was even more 
breathlessly hysterical than I would have experienced 
had I saved myself the airfare and settled down to 
whatever the BBC served up. 

Similarly, half a world and seven time zones away, 
in a former Portuguese territory on the south coast of 
China, there was no escaping the Harry and Megan 
show. For the seminarians – men who, because of the 
conversation between Fr Cyril and myself, had some 
notion of the Anglicanism of Newman – the whole 
occasion was bewildering. 

They had recognised in what they saw on their 

screens the decorous aspects of Anglican Patrimony. 
Indeed, they are fortunate to know Felix Yeung, 
Ordinariate member (received into the Church at 
Warwick Street) and Music Director both of the 
Anglican Cathedral in Hong Kong and of a Choir 
in their own Catholic Cathedral in Macau, and so 
expected the extraordinarily high quality of the music. 

They could even grasp something of the “civic 
religion”, which so distinguishes any Anglican service 
at which royalty are present, but what they couldn’t 
“get”, as one of them said, was how a church of God 
save the Queen and Herbert Howells’ Psalm Preludes 
could also contain not only the style but the theology 
(if that is not too grand a word for it) of Bishop Michael 
Curry’s extraordinary performance.

I explained to them that the Episcopal Church in 
the US was not the same thing as the CofE, albeit 
that it is – just about – part of the same communion. 
Inculturation is not alien to them and so they could 
understand that but they detected a problem when 
variety of expression veils a variety of belief that 
encompasses radically different, incompatible, even 
contradictory theologies. 

“Ah”, said one of them, “is that what Newman meant 
when he spoke of the Liberalism in Religion as the 
anti-dogmatic principle in which truth is really just a 
matter of opinion?” Yes, I thought: they understand: 
they “get” it.
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Aid to the Church in Need

Christianity will grow 
and flourish in India 
amidst persecution
IndIA’s ExTREmIsTs are, according to reports received by Aid to the Church in Need, pushing 

ahead with their political agenda inspired by the notion that the country is a Hindu country for the Hindu-
majority community. Concerns have grown since the rise to power by Prime Minister Narendra Modi of the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). As a result, the BJP are increasingly targeting minorities 
including Christians, as they are seen as a threat to the national identity. But, despite rampant discrimination 
and a rising number of incidents revealing religiously motivated violence, the Church is growing with support 
from Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need.

Deteriorating relations between Hindu extremists 
and Christians are evident in the increasing number 
of attacks, from the 365 recorded attacks against 
Christians in 2016 increasing to 740 instances of 
violence last year. Sources noted that both the regularity 
and severity of violent attacks have increased with each 
passing year, especially in the north of the country. 

Unfortunately, it is not just that extremist groups 
across a large number of states are targeting Christians 
and other minority religious groups but that the 
authorities have failed to act to protect those injured. 
There are also occasions when the State is accused of 
conspiring with the extremists. In Madhya Pradesh 
Province, militants have disrupted classes in Catholic 
schools; police were accused of failing to intervene 
while extremists assaulted priests and seminarians 
singing Christmas carols – only to then arrest the 
carollers.

Describing the intense violence by Hindutva 
extremists, Bishop Kishore Kumar Kujur of Rourkela 
recalled a series of violent attacks on Christians in 
Odisha (then Orissa) a decade ago. He said: “During 
the violence, houses were set ablaze with fire. People 
lost all their belongings and they lost their Bibles – 
some were killed because they were found with the 
Bible.” During the crisis more than 4,500 houses and 
250 churches were destroyed in arson attacks and 
about 70 deaths officially noted – but some reports 
suggest that the loss of life could be as high as 500 
people.

In the face of this violence, the bishop said that 
reading of the Word of God sustained the faithful, 
including when the priests were not able to visit 

villages. The bishop said: “It is encouraging to see that 
the Christians, though suffering persecution at times, 
are ready to die for their faith.” He added: “They know 
that Christianity will grow and flourish in this place 
amidst persecution… The Church in Odisha embraces 
the Cross but is not annihilated.” With many homes in 
the region without a Holy Bible, Aid to the Church in 
Need is helping the Church by printing 50,000 copies 
of the New Testament in the local language of Odiya. Its 
last reprint sold out rapidly in 2004 and indications are 
that this batch will be welcomed by families in India. 

Also, there is a great need for priests. In India’s 
poorest diocese of Buxar there are only 15 diocesan 
priests ministering to about 25,000 Catholics. But, 
another positive indication of the Church’s growth 
across India is to be seen in up to 1,000 priests being 
ordained every year and today there are more than 
15,000 seminarians hoping to celebrate the Sacraments 
and serve their parishioners. 

Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org 
contact: acn@acnuk.org  or call 020 8642 8668

http://www.acnuk.org
mailto:acn%40acnuk.org?subject=
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Cambridge Ordinariate
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visit Cambridge

IT Is true to say that the Ordinariate Mission in Cambridge has had its problems. It has never been large. 
That is not to say it is pointless, far from it, to have a presence in such an important centre of learning. 

Ordinariate member Keir Martland 
told The PorTal, ”Our Ordinariate Group 
in Cambridge is relatively small. Since 
The Revd Professor Allen Brent’s year 
as Acting Dean of St Edmund’s College, 
during which time the College had a 
well-attended weekly Evensong and 
Benediction with supper afterwards, 
not all that much has happened. But 
since the reception of Michael Miller 
– a theology postgraduate at Jesus 
College – and myself – a history 
undergraduate at Selwyn discerning a 
vocation to the Ordinariate priesthood 
– the Cambridge Ordinariate Mission 
has slowly but surely been revived. 

It is thanks to the enthusiasm of Fr Allen as Group 
Pastor and the support of Mgr Mark Langham at 
Fisher House, the University Catholic Chaplaincy, that 
Michael and I could do anything at all.  

“Michael and I began in February 2017 by attempting 
to meet on a regular basis to use the Customary of 
Our Lady of Walsingham for Matins. This was not a 
tremendous success, but a first step had been made. 
A rather more successful enterprise was Michael’s 
Caroline Divines Reading Group. 

“Once a week, Michael, myself, Fr Mark, Fr Allen, and 
a good handful of others would sit down in the Great 
Chamber at Fisher House with a bottle of wine and a 
text from an early seventeenth-century High Anglican 
divine for about two hours. These discussions brought 
a number of us closer to each other and closer to an 
often-neglected area of the Anglican Patrimony. The 
discussions continued for another couple of Terms.  

“With the New Year came another step towards an 
Ordinariate presence in our fine university town. Our 
first fundraiser was to be for those persecuted in the 
Holy Land. For me, this was a liturgical opportunity 
too good to miss! In February this year, Fr Allen 
celebrated the Sung Mass at St Edmund’s College 
Chapel before our first fundraiser dinner – in this case 
for Aid to the Church in Need – from Divine Worship: 
our very talented friend Christopher Baczkowski, 

Organ Scholar at Homerton College, 
gave us Merbecke, some hymns, and 
some H. H. Parry. A representative 
from ACNUK gave the after dinner 
speech and we raised £450.” 

This led to an invitation to Mgr 
Keith Newton to celebrate Pontifical 
High Mass on the 5-6th May. It was also 
decided to use the Customary in the 
Chapel for Noonday Prayer. Now, at 
noon on most days in the week, a few 
students come down into the Chapel, 
and sing the Angelus or the Regina 
Caeli, followed by the Mid-Day Office. 

The mass with our Ordinary took place and was well 
received and celebrated. While Keir and his colleagues 
were getting on with this important work, other 
Ordinariate members in the Cambridge area were 
ploughing a lone furrow. 

We first met Alan and Franziska Norman on the 
Ordinariate Pilgrimage to Lisieux. They invited us to 
visit them at their home just outside the University 
City. Franziska is a native Berliner, Alan is a cradle 
Anglican who grew up in Stirlingshire and Surrey. 
They were members of the Ordinariate Group in 
Central London, but their story begins in Berlin. Alan, 
who had recently been confirmed at Ely Cathedral, 
was working there and went a couple of times to St 
George’s Anglican church.  

He told us, “I felt it was a bit unfriendly, but I decided 
to give it one more chance. After my third visit a group 
was going to an Italian restaurant (actually run by 
Coptic Christians from Egypt). I asked if I could go 
along, and was invited. A lady with a car offered me 
a lift and I sat in the back seat with another lady. We 
chatted and at dinner sat opposite each other. We didn’t 
talk much as another guy talked so much we couldn’t.”  

The lady was, of course Franziska. She found Alan 
“strangely attractive”. Later it was announced that she 
was leading Bible Study. Alan went and stayed on 
afterwards and was the last to leave. Things developed 
and they married. They met in September, were 
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engaged in December and married in June (the Copts 
catered for their wedding!). After four and a half years 
they moved to  the UK, to Cambridge.  

Alan is a Computer Programmer 
and Franziska is studying Geology. 
We asked what made them join the 
Catholic Church in the Ordinariate. 
There was a long pause before Alan 
said, “Umm… Pope Benedict XVI, 
when he became Pope… we saw 
it on the German news. I wanted 
one of his books, and I bought a 
collection of them! Each one I read got me hooked. 

“It was also serendipity, when in Berlin, a few doors 
down from the church was a Women’s Order of 
Roman Catholic Nuns. They had Perpetual Adoration. 
Franziske took me and I just wanted to spend time 
there being with the Blessed Sacrament. I had theology 
from one source and practical advice from another. 

“Long before the Ordinariate came along I was 
beginning to feel uncomfortable with some aspects of 
Anglicanism. When the Ordinariate was announced, I 
felt it was in some way a personal invitation from Pope 
Benedict.  Franziska interrupted to say, “Although 
I followed Alan, now I would make the decision for 

myself and not just because I wanted to be in the same 
church as Alan. We joined the Ordinariate and got on 
the mailing list of interested people. Alan attended 

a meeting in a church in North 
London and eventually a group 
was being prepared at Gordon 
Square. It was all a bit hush-hush. 
We were admitted at Newman 
House, the University Chaplaincy 
in London. Our names were on 
the Central London Group. But it 
was impossible to keep going to 
London, so now we attend Our 

Lady and the English Martyrs in Cambridge.” 

On the Sunday morning we went with them to Our 
Lady and the English Martyrs. It was packed with over 
three hundred people present. All was just wonderful: 
music, liturgy, homily, all drew us to the very gates of 
heaven. Afterwards we were able to have a brief word 
with the Rector, the Right Reverend Monsignor Canon 
Eugene Harkness. He was supportive and welcoming. 

Well, two groups of Ordinariate members in 
Cambridge. The PorTal has managed to put them 
in touch with each other. Maybe the future will be a 
bright one for them all.

The Presbytery 
24 Golden Square 
London, W1F 9JR 

 Timothy Boniwell 
 Leonard Cox 
 Jonathan Creer 
 David Hathaway 
 David Jones 
 Thomas Mason 
 David Prichard 
 Michael Ward 

Mgr Keith Newton,  
Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
Invites you to the ordination to the priesthood of 

 by the Most Rev. Bernard Longley 
  Archbishop of Birmingham 

 on Saturday, 30th of June 2018 
  at 12.30 pm 

 at the Oratory of St Philip Neri 
  141 Hagley Road 
  Birmingham, B16 8UE 

——— Please advise if attending. ——– 
 secretary@ordinariate.org.uk 

Franziska and Alan Norman
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BEckEnHAm Convent of St Peter Claver, 
89 Shortlands Road, Bromley BR2 0JL Mass: 2nd 
Tues, Our Lady of the Rosary, 330a Burnt Oak 
Lane, Blackfen DA15 8LW Mass: 1st, 3rd & 4th Tues: 
7.30pm Mass followed by talk and discussion - Sunday 
as announced ContaCt: Fr Simon Heans: 020 8333 
2815 - beckenham.bromley@ordinariate.org.uk

BIRmIngHAm St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  Mass: Sunday: 
10am. ContaCt: Fr Simon Ellis: 0121 373 0069 - 
birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BLAck coUnTRy Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour, Cannock Road, Wolverhampton, WV10 8PG  
Mass: 3rd Sunday of the month: 12 noon (followed by 
refreshments), also on Wed 10am  ContaCt: Fr John 
Lungley: 01902 896292 - johnlungley@btinternet.com  
-  black.country@ordinariate.org.uk

BoURnEmoUTH St Thomas More, Exton 
Road, Bournemouth BH6 5QG  Mass: Sunday: 11.15am 
and Wed: 10.30am  ContaCt: Fr Darryl Jordan: 
01202 485588 - bournemouth@ordinariate.org.uk

BRIsToL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 
12 noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared 
lunch and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change 
in the summer months)  ContaCt: Deacon James 
Patrick: bristol@ordinariate.org.ukmouBUCKFAST 
St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE  Mass:  Sunday 
3pm (Divine Worship) followed by Tea/Coffee - 
Mass usually in St Michael’s Chapel, plenty of parking, 
restaurant on site, also bookshop and monastic 
produce for sale.   ContaCt: Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 
600054 - ian@hellyer.org

cHELmsFoRd Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  Mass:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  ContaCt: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

cHIcHEsTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  Mass: Saturday 4.15pm Sung/
Solemn (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: Fr Graham 
Smith: 07710 328685 - fr.graham.smith@gmail.com

coLcHEsTER St John Payne,  Blackthorn 
Avenue, Greenstead CO4 3QD  Mass:  3rd Sunday 
of the month: 4pm  ContaCt: Fr Jon Ravensdale: 
01206 870460 - sjpchurch@btinternet.com

coRnWALL St Augustine of Hippo, St Austell, 
PL25 4RA  Mass: Sunday: 5.30pm, also on Wed 7pm  
ContaCt: Fr John Greatbatch: 01822 612645 - 
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

covEnTRy St Joseph the Worker, Cannon 
Park, Coventry, CV4 7DU  Mass: 11am - also Monday 
7pm, Tuesday 10am, Wednesday 10am (with parish); 
Thursday 7pm, Sat 10am (followed by Adoration 
and Confession) Coffee morning: Sat 10.30-
noon  ContaCt: Fr Paul Burch: 024 7669 3752 - 
paulburch5@hotmail.com

cRoydon Virgo Fidelis, Central Hill, Upper 
Norwood, SE19 1RT   Mass: Sunday: 8am, 12.30pm, 
also on Thurs 8.30am, first Fri of month 8pm Healing 
Mass (Divine Worship at all Masses)  ContaCt: 
020 8761 8707 - archangel48@btinternet.com - www.
sites.google.com/site/croydonordinariate

dARLIngTon St Osmund, Main Road, 
Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays 
9.30am Parish Mass, 11.30am Solemn Mass; Mon 12 
noon; Tues 10am; Wed 10am; Thurs 10am; Fri 7pm; 
Sat 10am, Holydays 7pm. Confessions after Mass 
on Thurs, Fri, Sat. ContaCt:  Fr Ian Grieves, PP: 
01325 730191 - darlington@ordinariate.org.uk - www.
darlingtonordinariate.weebly.com

dEAL St John the Evangelist, St Richard’s Road, 
Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 9LD  Mass: Sunday: 
11am, 6pm Evensong  ContaCt: Fr Christopher 
Lindlar: 01304 374870 or 07710 090195 - c.lindlar@
btinternet.com or deal@ordinariate.org.uk

dERBy/noTTIngHAm St John the 
Evangelist, Midland Road, Stapleford, Nottingham, 
Notts NG9 7BT  Mass: 1st Sunday of the month: 
11am St Paul, Lenton Boulevard, Nottingham 
NG7 2BY  Mass: every Sunday: 6pm Divine 
Worship.  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Cann: derby-
nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk, Fr Peter Peterken: 
peter.peterken@ntlworld.com, Fr David Jones: 
charlie75845@yahoo.com

Ordinariate Groups
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales
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EAsTBoURnE St Agnes, 6 Whitley Road, 
Eastbourne BN22 8NJ  Mass: Sunday: 4pm  
ContaCt: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

FoLkEsTonE Our Lady Help of Christians 
Guildhall Street, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1EF Mass: 
Sunday: 9.30am and 11am, Evensong and Benediction 
6pm; Tues: Mass ContaCt: Fr Stephen Bould: 01303 
252823 - sfb@olhocsa.com

HARLoW The Church of The Assumption, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  Mass: 
Sunday: 10am, Evensong and Benediction 6pm  
ContaCt: Fr John Corbyn: 01268 733219 - harlow@
ordinariate.org.uk

HEmEL HEmPsTEAd St Mark’s, Hollybush 
Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2PH  Mass: Sunday: 
8.45am, Wed: 7.45pm  ContaCt: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - hemel.hempstead@ordinariate.org.uk

IsLE oF WIgHT St David’s, Connaught Road, 
East Cowes PO32 6DP  Mass:  every Saturday: 5pm 
(vigil) and St Mary’s, High Street, Ryde PO33 2RE  
Mass:  3rd Sunday of month: 5pm - all masses Solemn 
Sung Ordinariate liturgy. ContaCt: Fr Jonathan 
Redvers Harris: 01983 292726 - frjonathanrh@
btinternet.com

LEyTonsTonE/WAnsTEAd St John 
Vianney, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 0JB Mass:  Sunday: 10am 
(Solemn Mass), 12 noon (last Sun of month Solemn 
Mass, Divine Worship) 4:30pm (Exposition), 5pm 
(Low Mass); Daily (except Mon) 8:30am (Exposition) 
9am (Mass); Holy Days 9am (Low Mass), 8pm (Solemn 
Mass); Confessions: Sat 10am or by appointment. 
ContaCt: Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.
clayhall@btinternet.com

London, cEnTRAL oRdInARIATE 
cHURcH  Our Lady of the Assumption and St 
Gregory, Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest 
tube: Piccadilly) Mass: Sunday: 10.30am Solemn 
Mass with choir (Divine Worship), Weekdays: 8am 
and 12.45pm (Novus Ordo in English), Feasts and 
Solemnities as advertised.  ContaCt: Fr Mark 
Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - markelliottsmith@
rcdow.org.uk

London, soUTH  Most Precious Blood, 
O’Meara Street, London SE1 1TE  Mass: Sunday: 6pm 
(Sat), 8.30am, 11am; Mon-Fri 1.05pm, Thur 6.30pm; 
Evensong: Thur 6pm; Confessions: Mon-Fri 12.30pm, 
Sat 5.30pm  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 
407 3951 - www.preciousblood.org.uk

London, WALTHAmsToW Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  Mass: 
Sunday: 11am  ContaCt: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

mAIdsTonE Chapel of Our Lady, 37a, Barming 
Road, Wateringbury, Maidstone ME18 5BD  Mass: 
Sunday 10.30am Divine Worship, and Thur 10.30am 
Ordo Novus Missae. ContaCt: Fr Paul Gibbons: 
01622 754812 maidstone@ordinariate.org uk

mAncHEsTER St Margaret Mary, St 
Margaret’s Road, New Moston, M40 0JE  Mass: 
Sunday: 10.30am, 4th Sunday of the month: HousE 
Mass at The Old Coach House, 3a Bostock Road, 
Broadbottom, Cheshire SK14 6AH  4th Sunday of the 
month: 6.30pm  ContaCt: Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 
681 1651  - manchester@ordinariate.org.uk - www.
ordinariatemcr.com

oxFoRd Holy Rood, Abingdon Rd, Oxford OX1 
4LD Mass: Sat (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine Worship), 
Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm (Divine 
Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, 9.40pm 
Com-pline & Benediction, Fri 12.30pm (Latin), Sat 9am  
ContaCt: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 437066 - daniel.
lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk or Mgr Andrew Burnham: 
01235 835038 - andrew.burnham@ordinariate.org.uk 
- www.thamesisis.org.uk

PoRTsmoUTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ Mass: Sunday 11am (Solemn), 
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am, ContaCt: info@
stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk

REAdIng St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to Reading Gaol)  
Mass: Sunday: 9.15am.  ContaCt: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

sALIsBURy Most Holy Redeemer, Fortherby 
Crescent, Bishopdown, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 3EG   
Mass: Sunday: 11am, 6pm Evensong and Benediction 
(2nd Sunday), Wed: 7pm (in St Osmund’s, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF)  ContaCt: Fr Keith Robinson: 
01722 504807 or 07722 653367 - frkeithssm@yahoo.
co.uk or salisbury@ordinariate.org.uk

soUTHEnd St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood 
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday: 
10.15am (also said 8:30am and 6pm), Mon-Sat (except 
Tues) 9:30am followed by Rosary, Ordinariate Use 
Tues 7:30pm, Confessions Sat 10am ContaCt: 
Fr Jeffrey Woolnough: 01702 525323, 07956 801381 
- fatherjeffw@gmail.com, Fr Bob White: 01268 
543910 - pilgrimclub@waitrose.com, Deacon Richard 
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Cerson: 07910 388795 - rcerson@gmail.com  - www.
hockleyordinariateolw.blogspot.com

ToRBAy The Personal Parish and Church 
of Our Lady of Walsingham with St Cuthbert 
Mayne, Old Mill Road (junction of Ashfield Road), 
Chelston TQ2 6HJ  Mass (Divine Worship): Sunday: 
10.30am, Mon 6pm, Tues 12noon followed by lunch,  
Wed Adoration and Benediction 11am, Mass 12noon, 
Thurs 7pm, Fri 6pm, Sat 9am followed by breakfast  
ContaCt: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304 - 
lashy@me.com - www.ourladyofwalsingham.com

WALsIngHAm The Slipper Chapel, Shrine of 
Our Lady of Walsingham, NR22 6AL  Mass: 1st Sunday 
of the month: 5pm (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: 
Fr Gordon Adam: 01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@
btinternet.com

scoTLAnd  -   www.ordinariate.scot
EdInBURgH St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SN  Mass: 2nd  Sundays: 2.30pm 
(Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

InvERnEss Royal Northern Infirmary 
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF  Mass: Sunday: 
11.30am (Divine Worship) Mid-wEEk: (Divine 
Worship) for times please visit: www.ordinariate.scot   
ContaCts: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
ordinariate.scot, Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01663 
453867 - nairn@ordinariate.scot

WHITHoRn  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  Mass: Saturday: 5pm, 
Wed: 11am (Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Simon 
Beveridge: 01988 850786 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

WALEs: soUTH EAsT Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
Mass: Sunday: 11.30am (Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 07720 
272137 - wales@ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariate.
org.uk/groups/wales-se.php

Assistants to the Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
Monsignor John Broadhurst
Telephone:  01933 674614        
Email:  john.broadhurst@ordinariate.org.uk

Monsignor Andrew Burnham
Telephone:  01235 835038  
Email:  andrew.burnham@ordinariate.org.uk

June 2018
3rd  1030 Solemn Mass for Portugal Day, Our Lady of the Assumption, 

Warwick Street, London
  1700 Corpus Christi Procession from Warwick Street to Spanish 

Place, London
6th  1400 Co-coordinators meeting, Golden Square, London
7th  1030 Clergy Plenary
9th  1900 Anglo Portuguese Ensemble, Our Lady of the Assumption, 

Warwick Street, London
10th  1030 First Communion Mass and blessing of the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Walsingham, St John Vianney, Clayhall
11th  1830 St Barnabas Society Mass, Our Lady of Victories, Kensington

17th  0930 First Communion Mass, St Anselm, Pembury
19th  1115 Finance Council, Golden Square, London
21st  1300 Formation Committee
23rd    Walsingham Pilgrimage
24th  1030 Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street, 

London
26th  1115  Deans’ Meeting, Golden Square, London
  1400 Governing Council and Trustees, Golden Square, London
27th  1900 Mass, Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Wolverhampton
30th  1230  Ordination Mass, Birmingham Oratory

The Ordinary’s Diary
The Right Revd Monsignor Keith Newton 

The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR
Tel: 020 7440 5750        Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk 

Ordinariate website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk
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Visit By Portuguese Ambassador
THE cHURcH of Our Lady of The Assumption 

and St Gregory in Warwick Street, London, will be 
welcoming the Portuguese Ambassador, H.E.  Manuel 
Lobo Antunes, to Warwick Street church on the 3rd 
June for the Solemn Mass which has become rather a 
fixture in our calendar.  As in the past, the Mass will 
mark the opening of a week of festivities that occur 
either side of Portugal’s National Day on 10th June.   

They would be delighted if many others could join 
them on the occasion along with representatives of 
Portuguese associations and enterprises, Portuguese 
nationals residing in the UK and UK citizens with an 
interest in Portugal. 

They cannot emphasise enough the historical links 
between Portugal and Warwick Street, in that the 
presbytery and church are on the site of what was the 
Portuguese Embassy and Chapel until 1747, when the 
then Ambassador, the Marques de Pombal, concluded 
his tour of duty.  

The chapel and embassy site in London were 
subsequently leased on to the Bavarian Ambassador 
but were, sadly, extensively damaged during the 
Gordon riots of 1780.   The church was rebuilt and 
reordered at various stages and, in 1850, became part 
of the newly established Diocese of Westminster.   In 
2013, the Warwick Street church and plant were 
given into the care of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of 
Walsingham as well as continuing to serve as a Parish 
of the Diocese.

The Anglo Portuguese Ensemble will be performing 
at Warwick Street on Saturday 9th June to mark 
Portugal Day on the 10th.  

They would be grateful if you could advise whether 
you will be attending the Mass as we will be offering 
refreshments afterwards, this year, courtesy of the 
Anglo Portuguese Society.  Please contact Diana 
Morphew - diana.morphew@gmail.com or write to 
her at 24 Golden Square, London W1F9JR

York Ordinariate Mission
on THE 12th of May 2018 the York Ordinariate 

were pleased to receive a visitation from 
Monsignor Keith Newton at our church, St Mary’s, 
Bishophill Junior, where we enjoyed a splendid 
Pontifical High Mass at which our Ordinary celebrated 
and preached. We enjoyed a most convivial meal after 
and everyone agreed it was a most uplifting experience.

Fr David Skeoch
sT PHILIP nERI was particularly concerned 

with the education of the young, and was 
meticulous about the celebration of the liturgy. The 
Oratorians continue these concerns today. So it was 
particularly apt that on 26th May, the feast of St Philip 
Neri, a small group of friends of the late Fr David 
Skeoch gathered in the Slipper Chapel at Walsingham. 

Fr Russell Frost celebrated Mass and The Right Revd 
Christopher Chessun, Anglican Bishop of Southwark, 
gave the address. After Mass the group processed out of 

the west door of the Slipper Chapel to the little garden 
beside it, where, in a simple ceremony, Fr David’s ashes 
were interred. Throughout his life, Walsingham was a 
place close to his heart. His distinctive presence is to 
be seen in many photographs of Anglican Pilgrimages. 
He became an Ordinariate priest in 2011 and continued 
his contact with Our Lady of Walsingham. Now his 
last resting place is as close to the National Shrine of 
Our Lady as possible. 

May he rest in peace.

News from the Ordinariate

Show 
your 

support 
for 
the 

Ordinariate

Coat of Arms Lapel Badge 
of the Personal Ordinariate

available from: Ordinariate Lapel Badge, Ladies’ 
Ordinariate Group, 22 Redcross Way, London SE1 1TA

Cost: £5 (inc P&P) - cheques payable to: Ordinariate OLW
please remember to include your name and address

Badge and Cufflinks
sold in support Clergy Stipends

available from: John Worley, 
48 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9HL 
Badges:  £4 each  -  Cufflinks:  £12 (pair)

please include SAE - cheques payable to: Ordinariate OLW

Photo: Simon Crouch

mailto:diana.morphew%40gmail.com?subject=
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Ecumenical Marian Pilgrimage Trust

Pilgrimage to Our Lady 
of Willesden
The PorTal was there!

WILLEsdEn mAy be on the Bakerloo Line now, but it 
was not always the case. Until the coming of the railway, 

Willesden was a leafy village to the north of London; a place of 
farms and countryside. It had been thus for generations. Prior 
to the Reformation, Willesden was the 
place where food for the great Cathedral 
of St Paul’s was grown, both crops and 
animals.

The origins of the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Willesden reach back to the mists of 
antiquity. The story is that King Athelstan 
was on his way to a battle. He stumbled 
across a group of hermits living in rude 
wooden huts. The King requested that 
they pray for him and his success in 
the coming battle. They duly did as the 
monarch asked. Upon his return, having 
won his battle, he is reputed to have given 
the hermits a purse of gold for them to 
build a stone church. The present Anglican 
Parish Church stands on the site of this 
pre-conquest church.

Whether this story is true, or whether 
the shrine dates from the fifteenth 
century, we shall never know. Whatever 
its beginnings, what is certain is that prior 
to the Reformation there was a church 
and a shrine in Willesden, and that it was 
dedicated to Our Lady. Quite why it was 
dedicated to Our Lady is another mystery.

The church contained two images of Our 
Lady, one of which was a “black Madonna”. 
We know that on the eve of the Reformation, 
it was a thriving centre of Marian devotion. 
There were processions, fairs, and all the 
fun of a medieval pilgrimage. There were 
complaints of prostitution, con-men, 
and other unseemly activities in the road 
around the shrine. As one person on the 
pilgrimage said, “Not much has changed!”

The work being done on the new 

Crossrail project has found tokens relating 
to the medieval shrine, and it seems 
that prayers were offered for a healthy 
heir to the throne. St Thomas More was 
a visitor to Our Lady of Willesden. He 
was a regular pilgrim. Alice, his adopted 
daughter, lived nearby and he would walk 
the short distance from his Chelsea home 
on a Sunday, stay the night and walk back 
home on Monday.

More used Our Lady of Willesden in 
his defence of Catholic Pilgrimages and 
practice. We know he was in Willesden 
one week before his arrest. He came to the 
shrine knowing he was to be arrested.

The shrine was destroyed in 1535. 
Cromwell’s agent, Richard Mores, has left 
a detailed description:

“With many vanities they have 
there an image of Our Lady in robes 
of sarsenet (a type of silk) and with 
stones; with a veil withal of lace 
embroidered with pearls and other 

RC Shrine of OL Willesden

Fr Stephen Willis

Fr Mark Woodruff

Kathy Watters 
Chuch Warden

Roger Macklen 
Church Warden
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precious jewels, and gold and silver. 
There is an iron screen both before and 
behind, with canopy and hangings, 
beside divers cloths, sticks for candles 
and offerings of fine account for such 
a church. The image is most certainly 
abused with much superstition, many 
people coming to it from Kilburn and 
Paddington and the neighbourhood.

“Yes, even at our coming there were 
five folk praying before it, two old 
men and a woman with a child, and 
one that had brought an offering of 
flowers … We did strip the image that 
we found to be of wood, in colour 
like ebony, of ancient workmanship, 
only save the upper part is thoroughly 
plated with silver.”

The image was burned along with those 
from Walsingham, Ipswich, Caversham, 
and  Penrhys. Yet, as with other pilgrimage 
places, the devotion never really died out. 

The Irish who were building the railways in the 
nineteenth century were Catholic. By then persecution 
had softened and a priest was sent by the Archbishop 
of Westminster to say mass for them. Gradually 
the modern Catholic parish grew and the present 
church replaced previous ones. The Catholic shrine is 
wonderful, and contains a black Madonna. Indeed, so 
does the Anglican Parish.

The Revd Dr Phillip Swingler celebrated a beautiful 
mass in the Catholic parish church at which Fr Mark 
Woodruff gave a splendid homily, which is published 
on The Portal facebook page. After some coffee we 
listened to a splendid talk by the Parish Priest, Fr 
Stephen Willis, in which he took us through the 
history of the area, churches and shrine. We made our 
devotions to Our Lady of Willesden before walking 
the short distance to the local Methodist Church. Here 
we had lunch (wonderful cup cakes provided!) and 
listened to a talk by the Minister, The Revd Leo Neto. 
Before setting off again, we celebrated the Ecumenical 
Office of Our Lady led by the Revd Adam Stevenson.

A short ride on a London ‘Bus took us to the Anglican 
parish church where we were met by the Churchwardens, 
Kathy Watters and Roger Macklen. They welcomed us 
with a short description of the church and its history. 
We were able to venerate the image before singing the 
Akathist Hymn to The Mother of God. Fr Woodruff 
led us and we all joined in with the singing. This was 
wonderful, moving and inspirational.

This Pilgrimage, like all those organised 
by the Ecumenical Marian Pilgrimage 
Trust, was truly ecumenical. The customs, 
beliefs and practices of the various 
denominations taking part were not 
only respected, but celebrated. As well as 
Catholics, we had Anglicans, Methodists, 
Orthodox and Presbyterians. There may 
well have been others; if there were we 
apologise for missing them out.

The Revd Prebendary Norman 
Wallwork led us in a lovely meditation 
on the Mother of God in the Gospel 
according to St John. Finally, our dear old 
friend The Revd Canon Stephen Gallagher 
led us in Sprinkling. There was just time 
for a welcome cup of tea and more cakes 
– provided by our hosts – before it was 
time to go home. It had been a splendid 
day. One felt sorry for those who were not 
present. 

The next pilgrimage organised by the 
splendid Ecumenical Marian Pilgrimage Trust is to 
Our Lady of Walsingham from 19th to 22nd March 
2019. Details will be here in The PorTal and on the 
Trust’s web site www.ecumenicalmarianpilgrimage.
org.uk.

The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

THE ORDER OF MASS
Divine Worship: The Missal

in accorDance WiTh The roMan riTe

Ordinariate Mass cards 
with the Order of Mass 

from 
Divine Worship: The Missal

are now available

Prices including UK 
delivery are:

£1 for a single copy,  
£3.50 for 10, £14 for 50, 
£26 for 100, £48 for 200

Overseas enquiries: email 
mass.cards@ordinariate.org.uk 

for postage costs

To order, please send your name and address with your 
cheque, made payable to Ordinariate OLW to:

Mass Cards, Ordinariate OLW, 
24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR

Prebendary 
Norman Wallwork

Revd Adam Stevenson

http://www.ecumenicalmarianpilgrimage.org.uk
http://www.ecumenicalmarianpilgrimage.org.uk
mailto:mass.cards%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
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Anglican Patrimony: 
A Perspective 
from the Holy See 

We publish the text of a talk given by Archbishop J Augustine Di Noia, OP of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith at the conference titled, “The Gospel and the Catholic Church: Anglican 

Patrimony Today” held at Saint Stephen’s House, Oxford in April this year. 

I HAd my first experience of the Anglican communion, when, roaming New York City’s theatre district 
as a high school student one day, I came upon the Church of St Mary the Virgin on West 46th Street. 

Eventually, I would learn that this was not a Roman Catholic Church, as I had assumed, but an Episcopal 
church founded by Father Thomas McKee Brown in 1868. 

He wanted to build a church in New York City 
dedicated to expressing the fullness of Catholic ritual 
and teaching within the Episcopal Church. With the 
support of the Episcopal Bishop of New York, Horatio 
Potter, and the donation of three lots by John Jacob 
Astor (who stipulated “that the Church should be 
free, and positively orthodox in management and 
working”), Brown saw the church erected, and then 
dedicated on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
December 8, 1870. 

The congregation had outgrown the church by 1890, 
and the present church was built on West 46th Street 
and dedicated in 1894. That day many years ago when 
I came upon what is known affectionately as “Smoky 
Mary’s” because of the abundance of incense used 
during its solemn liturgies, that is the day that I fell in 
love with Anglicanism. 

Perhaps more importantly, that experience-and 
many others subsequently - inspired and sustained a 
lifelong quest to understand what, since Pope Paul VI, 
we have come to call the Anglican patrimony. 

Today, I have been asked to approach the matter 
from the perspective of the Holy See as it has evolved 
over the past ten years. It was during that period that 
the question about what constitutes the Anglican 
patrimony took on an exceedingly concrete aspect for 
the universal Church. 

Allow me to explain the nature of the new situation 
in which this question is now posed concretely for 
the universal Church by considering the development 
of the liturgical provisions for use by the Personal 
Ordinariates erected following the publication of the 
Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus (2009). 

I In 2011 the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith and the Congregation for Divine Worship 
established the Anglicanae traditiones Interdicasterial 
Commission to undertake the task of developing 
liturgical provisions for use in the personal ordinarates.  
As a result of this work, the commission was able to 
authorise a Lectionary for the ordinariates based on 
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible (Second 
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Catholic Edition), and to produce two liturgical books.  

The first, which was published in April 2014, was 
Divine Worship: Occasional Services containing 
the approved rites for Baptism, Holy Matrimony, and 
Funerals for the Personal Ordinariates.  The second, 
Divine Worship: The Missal,  was published in 
2015. In providing a structure for groups of Anglicans 
entering into full communion with the Catholic 
Church, the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum 
coetibus affirmed the following principle about the 
liturgical heritage of these groups: 

“Without excluding liturgical celebrations 
according to the Roman Rite, the Ordinariate 
has the faculty to celebrate the Holy Eucharist 
and the other Sacraments, the Liturgy of the 
Hours and other liturgical celebrations according 
to the liturgical books proper to the Anglican 
tradition, which have been approved by the Holy 
See, so as to maintain the liturgical, spiritual and 
pastoral traditions of the Anglican Communion 
within the Catholic Church, as a precious gift 
nourishing the faith of the members of the 
Ordinariate and as a treasure to be shared.” 

(Art. III)

With the inclusion of such a liturgical provision in 
Anglicanorum coetibus, the Holy See acknowledged 
the legitimate patrimony of Anglican ecclesial 
communities coming into full communion. The 
presumption here is that an essential part of that 
patrimony must be liturgical  since worship expresses 
in a most tangible way not only the ethos of a 
community, but also the faith that prompted it to seek 
full communion in the first place.  

Just as it would be unthinkable to describe the 
Catholic Church without reference to its liturgical 
and sacramental life, so it would in some sense be for 
every ecclesial body.  The manner in which an ecclesial 
community worships uniquely expresses its inner life.  

The publication of Divine Worship was of historic 
significance in that this is the first time the Catholic 
Church acknowledged the value of liturgical forms 
in use in communities that emerged in the sixteenth 
century reformations and, moreover, undertook to 
incorporate them.  

To be sure, the Church over the years has drawn 
elements of the musical traditions of these communities 
- such as hymns, motets, and chorales-but never official 
liturgical texts or usage. In order to understand the 
context and orientation for these liturgical provisions 
as they bear on our topic in this conference, several 

elements merit attention here.  First among these is 
the pastoral motivation for undertaking the project 
in the first place.  Then, by examining the notion of 
English Catholic or Anglican patrimony, we can 
better grasp the significance of its incorporation into 
Catholic worship for both the Church herself and for 
the Anglican patrimony as such. 

II Naturally, practical concerns in part prompted 
the establishment of the  joint commission.  As 
we have seen, because the Apostolic Constitution 
Anglicanorum coetibus  granted the ordinariates the 
faculty of celebrating the sacred liturgy according to 
“the liturgical books proper to the Anglican tradition,” 
it became necessary to detail concretely how those 
celebrations would be structured and the necessary 
texts composed. 

But this practical motivation should not distract 
from the broader pastoral motivation: the salvation 
of souls though access to sacramental grace.  This 
pastoral concern informed the English liturgical 
patrimony from its earliest beginnings.  Many of you 
are acquainted with the famous exchange between 
Pope St Gregory the Great and St Augustine of 
Canterbury (as recorded by St Bede) regarding the 
structure and content of liturgical worship in newly-
evangelised England. It is an exchange which loses 
none of its relevance in the present day and can be 
said to have provided the theological structure, if 
not the very charter, of the joint commission’s work. 
According to Venerable Bede, Augustine’s question 
was: “Since we hold the same Faith, why do customs 
vary in different Churches?  Why, for instance, does 
the method of saying Mass differ in the holy Roman 
Church and in the Churches of Gaul?”  Pope Gregory’s 
response went as follows:  

“My brother, you are familiar with the usage of 
the Roman Church, in which you were brought 
up.  But if you have found customs, whether in 
the Roman, Gallican, or any other Churches 
that may be more acceptable to God, I wish you 
to make a careful selection of them, and teach 
the Church of the English, which is still young 
in the Faith, whatever you can profitably learn 
from the various Churches.  For things should 
not be loved for the sake of places, but places for 
the sake of good things.  [Non enim pro locis res, 
sed pro bonis rebus loca amanda sunt.] Therefore 
select from each of the Churches whatever 
things are devout, religious, and right [quae pia, 
quae religiosa, quae recta]; and when you have 
arranged them into a unified rite, let the minds 
of the English grow accustomed to it” 

(Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People,  I, 27). 
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For things should not be loved for the sake of places, 
but places for the sake of good things.   One can 
think that St Gregory plays with the word for “places” 
here, meaning not only geographical places, but 
textual “places,” or diverse formulae and traditions of 
worship.  Such liturgical “inculturation” is only good 
if it nurtures faith and results in something devout, 
religious, and right, something unified and unifying 
that people can grow into. 

This pastoral concern is the overarching context in 
which the inclusion of Anglican liturgical patrimony 
into Catholic worship should be seen.  Divine 
Worship is not a museum piece, but rather the Holy 
See’s judicious grafting of proven Anglican shoots on 
the living trunk of the Roman Rite to promote new 
and healthier growth.  In effect, following St Gregory, 
Anglican patrimony is not so much worth preserving 
in itself.  Rather, its value and virtue is measured to the 
degree that it positively contributes to making better 
Catholics and more Catholics by fanning the flames of 
faith, hope, and charity. 

III The recognition that there is a unique English 
tradition worthy of preservation was affirmed by 
Blessed Paul VI in 1970 when he canonised the forty 
English and Welsh martyrs.  On that occasion he 
praised “the legitimate prestige and worthy patrimony 
of piety and usage proper to the Anglican Communion” 
(Homily 25 October 1970).  

In saying this, Blessed Paul VI in effect declared 
that notwithstanding  the separation of Anglicans and 
Catholics since the 15th century, the English Catholic 
tradition preserved in Anglican Patrimony has 
nourished the Christian faithful in that Communion 
and so has enriched the Church. Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, later Pope Benedict XVI, clearly shared this 
conviction.  

Well before he signed the Apostolic Constitution 
Anglicanorum coetibus into law, the then-Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith had 
written: 

“Much of Catholicism remained in 
Anglicanism, as a matter of fact…On the one 
hand, England separated itself from Rome, 
distanced itself very resolutely from Rome…
[O]n the other hand, there is a firm adherence 
to the Catholic tradition.  In Anglicanism 
there have always been vital currents that have 
strengthened the Catholic inheritance.” 

(Salt of the Earth, 145)

 According to Cardinal Ratzinger, this Catholic 

inheritance or “potency” in Anglicanism has not only 
been preserved, but has also been strengthened as the 
rule of faith that more or less consistently informed 
the Prayer Book tradition.  It is only in relatively recent 
times that the traditional Prayer Book has faded in 
favour of more contemporary forms of worship. In 
this way, the transformative power of the lex orandi 
embodied by the Prayer Book was diluted in practice 
as each local community seeks to design its worship to 
express its own theological and ecclesiastical outlook. 

It is remarkable that the Catholic Church should 
have undertaken a formal process such as the 
Anglcianae traditiones Commission to identify 
and incorporate the richness of Anglican liturgical 
practice.  In constituting a body of authoritative texts 
duly approved and promulgated by the Holy See, 
Divine Worship is true to the fundamental character 
of a liturgical “patrimony.” 

It is massively important to recognise that the 
liturgical books comprised by Divine Worship arise 
from an exercise of Peter’s authority over the churches 
that recognises the authentic faith of the Church 
expressed in Anglican forms of worship and confirms 
that expression as a treasure or patrimony for the 
whole Church.  

In other words, the universal Church recognises 
the faith that is already hers expressed felicitously in 
another idiom.  The elements of sanctification and 
truth that are present in the Anglican patrimony are 
recognised as properly belonging to the Church of 
Christ and thus as instruments of grace that move the 
communities where they are employed towards the 
visible unity of the Church of Christ subsisting in the 
Catholic Church (cf. Lumen Gentium, 8).  

By further enriching those expressions through 
access to the Magisterium that authentically interprets 
the Word of God and preserves Christian teaching 
from error, the Catholic Church proposes this form of 
worship anew as an efficacious means of sacramental 
grace for future generations. To be sure, the sources are 
Anglican, and many of the liturgical texts in Divine 
Worship have their origin in a situation of ecclesial 
rupture.  Yet there is a powerful dynamism at work in 
the reintroduction of these texts in communities now 
in full communion with the See of Peter.  

It is not just that they are given a “new lease of life” 
in a new context or successive generation.  These 
liturgical forms “return” to the Church having been 
purified and transformed in Catholic communion.  
Words pronounced at other times and in other 
contexts are no longer simply Cranmer’s poetry or an 
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English assertion of independence from Rome, or now 
merely the eloquence or piety of the priest celebrant 
who speaks them, but rather the words of the Church 
and her faith. 

Iv The English tradition both before and after 
the Reformation left its mark on Catholic theology, 
worship, and pastoral practice.  One only need  
think, for example, of Blessed John Henry Newman 
whose influence on the Second Vatican Council has 
been well documented and acknowledged. With the 
publication of Anglicanorum coetibus, there is now a 
structure within the Catholic Church that both gives 
that English tradition concrete expression as well as 
fosters is growth.  

The Ordinariates, with their English liturgical 
patrimony, are being invited to be guardians and 
promoters of its own long and varied tradition as a gift 
to the shared with the whole Church. Divine Worship: 
Occasional Services and The Missal give voice to the 
faith and tradition of prayer that has nourished the 
Catholic identity of the Anglican tradition.  

There is much in this tradition that remains to 
be recovered: the zeal for sacred beauty, parochial 
experience of the Divine Office, a robust devotional 
life, a developed biblical piety, the vast treasure of 
sacred music. The ecumenical contribution of this 
provision should also be  appreciated.  In a lecture at 
Queen’s College, Canada, in 2010, Cardinal William 
Levada, former Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, noted: 

“Twenty-eight years ago, the great historian 
of ecumenism, Fr Yves Congar, wrote that if 
we take seriously that the Holy Spirit has been 
working among our fellow Christians, we have 
to take seriously the ways they express their 
beliefs. When their particular expression of faith 
adds harmony to ours, and ours add harmony 
to theirs, the logical step is to pass from talking 
longingly about unity to living in unity, a 
unity whose essence is revealed in harmonious 
diversity.” 

(“Five Hundred Years After St John Fisher: Pope Benedict’s 
Initiatives Regarding the Anglican Communion,” St John Fisher 

Visitor Lecture Series, Queen’s University, March 6, 2010)

 In this perspective, Divine Worship and the personal 
ordinariates represent a  realised ecumenism.  Here, 
the unity of faith allows for a rich diversity in the 
expression of that faith, creating a space wherein the 
cadences of the Coverdale Psalter and the sobriety and 
disarming frankness of the Prayer Book will continue 
to resound and call to faith. Anglicanorum coetibus 

was a response to overtures on the part of Anglican 
communities and their representatives seeking full 
communion with the See of Peter. 

For their part, these overtures expressed aspirations 
for corporate reunion that can be documented within 
Anglicanism since at least the seventeenth century and 
that have been given voice many times in the history 
of Anglican relations with the Holy See. 

On the momentous occasion when divine 
providence caused these aspirations finally to be 
realised, the successor of Peter was moved to give 
concrete expression to the liturgical elements of 
the Anglican patrimony and to incorporate them as 
modes of worship fully legitimate in the sacred liturgy 
of the Church. 

In this way, a new pathway seems to have been opened 
up before us. Inevitably, the question arises with regard 
to other elements of the Anglican patrimony - such 
as apostolicity which has our attention during this 
conference: can we tease out and generalise the pattern 
of judgment opened up by Anglicanorum coetibus 
and the work of the interdicasterial commission that 
resulted in the books of Divine Worship and apply it 
to other elements of the Anglican patrimony? 

That is the new question that can be seen to emerge 
for the Holy See and for Anglicans with the publication 
and implementation of Anglicanorum coetibus. When 
I crossed the threshold of the Church of St Mary the 
Virgin now well over sixty years ago, I didn’t know 
that it was an Anglican church. Just as well. My first 
impression-that it was a Catholic church - was not far 
from the mark. 

Forms of words for Making a Bequest 
in favour of the Personal Ordinariate 

of Our Lady of Walsingham in your Will
I GIVE to the ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY 

OF WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London 
W1F 9JR, the sum of ______ pounds (£         ) and 
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other 
proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham shall be good and sufficient 
discharge to my Executor.

or
I GIVE the residue of my estate to the 

ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY OF 
WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 
9JR, and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer 
or other proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate 
of Our Lady of Walsingham shall be good and 
sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
Under the Patronage of Blessed John Henry Newman 

Pilgrimage 
to Walsingham
Saturday 23rd June 2018
Leader: The Right Revd Monsignor Keith Newton

11.15am Sprinkling in the
 Anglican Shrine Church

         Procession of reparation
 and reconciliation, 
 during which 
 THE ROSARY will be prayed

On arrival at the Basilica: CONFESSIONS 
 in the Chapel of Reconciliation
 and time to pray at the Shrine
 of Our Lady of Walsingham
 in the Slipper Chapel

LUNCH limited catering available
 ... or bring your own

3pm  Sung Mass 
 in the Ordinariate Rite in 
 the Chapel of Reconciliation

Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us


